
FIFE-1ITE EAST TIIE FAMOUS PEOPLE.IDEALFACESOF
THE LORD CHRIST

The Conceptions the World's j
Great Artists Have Had of |

the Divine Face. j
About the appcarance of no other per- j

son ln history is there so much conjcc- j
ture and doubt. * "Thou art the most j
beautiful among men." Thus wrote tlie

Prophet Josiah of ChrisL f

The oldest portrait known to exist, If j
it is a portrait, is up to this day in a

vault of the Catacomb' San Protcstanto,

on. tho A'ia Appia, Rome. lt is a fresco,
painted on tho wall, datlng from the

lirst half of the second century. and rep-

resents the Biblical story of Christ and

the Jewlsh woman, who, by touching bis

garment, was healed of an affection of

the blood. Christ is pictured ln the dress

of a (Konian youth, with short hair and

toga.
Some years ago a marble head was un-

earthed in Athens. which ls suppostfed to
be a part of a statue of Christ. The type
ls not Greek. Tbe eyes are raised to

Iheaven, nnd tho face is dignilicd and full
of devotional feellng.
The Christian artists of the third cen¬

tury created a type of Ihe Saviour less
youthful and more serious than those 0"£
"the period preceding theirs.
The halo is iirst noticed, surrounding

tbe head of Christ, in a painiingMii the
Catacombs. datlng from the slxth cen-

tury- H is, however, not a Christian in-
ventirin, but an attrjbute generally eon-

eeded to the gods and the Roraari em-

perors.
About the same time artists began to

further adom pictures of Christ by boly
symbols and landscapes of the country
ln which He lived and preached. AA'e
often find the Saviour represented as

the good shepherd carrying a lamb on

bis shouldcr while others surround him.
The fish symbol was first used by the
arlists of the Middle Ages.
The oldest beardless type of Christ we

find revived in a Bible of Uie time of
Chiirlemagne, datlng, probably, from tbe
end of the eighth century. It does yot
seem to have pleascd the Chrlstlans, how¬
ever, nnd" the artists of tbe Middle Ages
again accepted the bcarded Christ as the
idoal representation, t'nough they did not
follow a stipulated likeness. Ali repre-
sent the face of Christ as that ol an

earnest man. with long. semi-stralght
hair surrounding the face, with a mus-
tacho and chin beard. The lips are sh.irp-
ly cut, the eyes wide open. About that
time an alleged "true deseription"' of the
face and tignrc of the Saviour became
generally known. It was said to have
been written by a Itomaii oliieer or Gover¬
nor of Jernsalem named Lentuliis, 1'i-
late's predecessor.
Lentulus wrote: "Christ has an open

forehead, on which never a cloud scttled,
a face without wrlnkles or spots. bcau-
tified by a suspicion of red. His nose and
mouth are conreclly and nobly drawn,
the heard ls of good growth. short and
dlvided at .the chin.
"lt has the color of the hair, dark and

glossy. The hair is divlded in the middle
and falls down on his shoulders. as is the
fashion in Nazareih. The eyes are of
blulsh-grny eolor. dear and beautiful."
This dpsc.riptlon litted the type already

generally accepted. Its genuineness is
doubted, however. Nevertheless, it ap-
pears to have Inspir^d Albrecht Duerer
in his celebratrd drawing known as the
'^Cloth of St. Veroniea."
The Greek Church did not permit artists

as much llcense in seleeting types, nor did
it permit them to plcture Christ otherwise
than in his Godlike majesty and dlghity.
A very interesting pjcuire is that in tlie
Mosque Kahrlje Dsrhami in Constanti-
no!>le, which was fonnerly a Caiholic
Church belonsing to the Convent Chora.
It is a mosaic. The Turk sitting at the
feet of Christ is supposed to be the
found er of the mosipae.
While the artists of the Middle Ages.

generally speuking, laid. perha.ps, too'
much stress in their pictorial represerita-
tlons on Christ's qualities as ruler of Tiie
universe. the painlers of .the Renaijsance
period represent him as the idea! of love
and devotion. The Christ pictures of
Leonardo da A'iivei and Raphael plcture
Christ as the ideal man.
Artists of to-day who aftempt to

paint the Saviour are clever in resource.

Fearlng to attempt the Divine Face. they
conceal it without appearing to do so. In
one of the recent paintings the light falls
full upon the face of the Saviour with
such briilianey that the ouflino alone is
visible. In the foreground are the apos-
Ues.
Not only do artists ob.1ect to painting

the face of the Saviour because of its
unccrtainty in color and slyle. but be¬
cause they fear to portray fiivinity. The
least look of worldliness, ,-the smallest
trace of self-consciousness, or of any
other distiractively worldly atlribute. and
it would not be the Christ.
With such difficulties as these the artists

who paint Ohrist have to dcal.

EASTER RENEWS
LIFE AHD HOPE.

By Elizabeth StuartPhelps

A rerjuest for an "opinion of Easter"
remlnds me of something I once heard
Phillips Broolrs say. I had quoted with
unnecessary respcct (so I was quickly
made to fee!) the views of an agriostic
¦lecturer. hlmself "not important if true,"
tnuching some point of current religious

discussion. Dr. Brooks drew himself to ]
his grand helglit and gave lo his head j
that lofty toss whioh we all remember.
"The idea." he said. superbly. "of-
-'s patting tlie Christian religion on

the back!"
It bccurs to me that I a'm not the per- j

son to p.it Easter day upon the back. |
But. since it is asked. let it b_- brielly j
saUU. that, of the \vhoIe ranKe of church
festivals. to one xeaxed in an ecclesiasti-
cal atmbspherei which does not culU.va.te
them, the solenmization or Easter seems

the one supremely attractive and beauti¬
ful custom. It has so woveri itself into
our religious life that to omit it would
almost seem like omltting the resurrec-

tion. itself. It is thc one religious cele¬
bration about which there cannot be two

inhids.-ifi there are minds attachcd to

Christian hearts. Easter renews hope, It
streiigthens faith. ouickens charity. It
¦eomforts bereavement and re.proach'es
doubt and' stimulates consccraUon. It is
an unanswere'd argument for Christianity.
It is the biossom of the Christian year.

AT THIS SEASON
THERE IS LIFE.

By Edward Everett Hale.

Eife, and the enlargement of life, make

the blessing of Euster and the Easter

season. At any moment when preaehers,
poets, or other voices of the church dwell
simply upon immortality, as if that were

tho only lesson of Easter, they deprc-
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ciate the meanlng of this great .estlval.
Indeed," ii may be said that the word
"everlastlng" ln King James' version of

Scripture, where our Bibles speak of
"eyerlastlng life," is not sufficient for the
idea which the Saviour aiways impresses.
He speaks of intinite life.life unmeasurcd.
Ile says that be has come "that men

miglu have life. and that they mighf
have it more abundaitftiy." As the sea-

son 1s renewed under the love of God,
as the memories of the Saviour's resurrec-
tion come baek to us. we are to remeir.ber
that He gave new life to the world, not
simply in showing to men that tiieir
personal lives are continued beyond the
grave, but in quiekening life in all its
relations. Indeed. .the whole world. was

changed. He makes the world shake off
its burial clolhes. break open its tombs,
and st.irt to a life that is alive. If we
had no New Testament the history of the
world at large is enough to show that,
nineteen ¦centuries ago, a world which
had been dead hegan to live.

NOff IS THE TIME
TO SEEK GOD.

By BalliRgton Booth.

The death of Christ vlndicated thr.brok-
¦en law of God, and in doing so revealcd
the awful nature of sin. By it God was

enabled, without heing untrue to the
principles of etfrnal righteousness; to for-

^ive the sins of all who are not too proud
to repent of the same and to uccept by
faith a pcrsonal Interest in the death of

Jesus; also give- such pcrsohs the. power
to live holy lives. The resurrection de-
.menstarted the divinity of Christ's na¬

ture, and proved that the atonement
made. had achieyedi the vlctbry over

death, the penalty of sin, as well as over
sin itself.
So far as I know the celc-brations or

Easter, both past and present. have con-

sisted and do consist chiefly of forms and
ceremonies of little use to professing
Chnstians and still less to tiie ungodly
round about them.
The best symbolization of the triumnh

of our Lord's Easter, to me, is the rising
into nowness of life of some s'.nner by
finding salvatlbn both for this world and
the next. Scarcely less beautiful to me

is-the deliverar.ee of some chfld of God
from the grave-clothes of custom, tradi-
tion, and respectability, and his going
out to live for God alone at al! costs. ln
these cases music is seldom lacking,
either of voice or heart, and the lovely
fiowers of white lives follow as matters
of course.

THE FLOWERS
OF EASTER DAY

Nature Gives Them So Freely to

Spring That All May Wear
Them Now.

The bells of Eastcr ringlng,
Call up the tlower _ud_ springing;
Poets tune 'their rhyming. ,.
To sound of Easter chiming.
Tho Eastcr hat 5s no more an adjunct

of Easter than tho Easter flowcr which,
at this time of >ycar, _eem_ not to blos-

som in the ground but in the lapcl of

matroa and maid, and of man and bov-

From tho gorgeous Easter rose which

¦costs two dollars, to the more modest

lily at a quarter, Gown to the ,plnch of

violets at .three cents, there are llowers

for all and one left over 'for the little

cash girl who spend's a penny for a

bloom. ',. ...

Xochlng dresses trp an 'Easter suit like

a bunch of violets in the button hole.
and this fact with pthers makes violets
of ail tho Easter flowers the most

«oughit for as a personal decoration.
For ithe house, the church and the

wlr.dow, the Easter illly holds preccd-

Easter without flowers would be Uke
tho play of "Hamlet" not only with tho

part of the melancholy Dane left out
but with Ophella also eliminated jfrom
the east.
In Japan each blossom has a festlval

of its own, but the most progresslvc na¬

tion on the globe has leisure for only
one carnival of flowers a year, and
Easter is a fltting time for Its celebra-
tion, the name of the day being merely,
a corruption of that of Eosture, ln the.
rud'e Anglo-Saxon mythology ithe god-
dess of spring.
A festlval of llowers It truly is, even

In the city, where the shrlne of F'.ora is

represented by a shop in the buslnesa
district and the de.Hy herself ls propi-
tiaited solely by offerings from TJr.de

Sam's mint. Perhaps, indeed, like many
other traditlonal celebrations. this one

thrives best in the metropolis where

Strephon need not risk a cold by gather-
ing flowers himself for Phyllis, and may
by the variety of his offerings convey a

hiijt as to not. only his sentimental, but
finaneial stabiiity.
At Easter the city is _ay. indeed, with

flowers; lt is the vseason when even the
unest artistlc of tlorists contrives a new

comb'.natlon of eolors for his show win¬

dow; when the big 'department stores

beeome temporary greenhouses: and
when alien windows. hithcrto devoted
to the dfeplay of the fruit or the litera-
ture of commerce. are invaded by an

army of violets. roses. and Iilies.
Then. too. single doorways In the

business thoroughfares are cenverted
into flourishing flower stands and arid
curtortones put forth an aflluence of
blossoming pots and baskets, while
wagons erstw'nlle dedicated to the carry-
ing of oranges or fish waft delicious
odors on their 'way, and the driver3
thpreof add a melandholy crescendo of
"Fre-esh llowers" to their repertoire.
Tlien Iikewise does iBeauty adorr. herself
with all the blooms' which her own purse
or those of her adorers ean provlde.

Ir. this bright season. too, it is a poor
window, whet.her draped ln costly lace or
shaded by o't washed dimity, which gives
no hint of potted or cut flowers: and the
womnn ls unfortunate Indeed whose at-
tire disolays no single blossom. Then
even last year's jneket gains a belated
jauntiness with a knot of violets ln Its
lapel, while as for the newest creatlon.
lt dazzles tlie beholler with the additional
glorv of its cluster of Ameriean Beau-
ties.
The young man's fancy Iikewise lightly

turns to a more enormous boirtoiiniere
than any one save a glass of fashion dare
indulge in, While tlie older one add.; a

carnation and a shame-faced smile to his
belongings. Half forgotten invalids are

brought to mir.d just now and showered
with blcssoms, and old friends who live
''quite too far away to visit. you know."
are remembered through the ilorist with
a bunch of roses and a card.
The churc'nes, too, after their long pe¬

riod of Denten gloom. are decoraterl with

palms and serried ranks of blossom5. so

that the parting of their doors sends into
the street a perfumo of heaven's own

sweelness, and all things tell of joy and
the resurrection..
At a time like this who can heip but

smile? Why. even Phyllis soon forgets
to oucker up her brows because Strephon
with a maa's- blindness has sent her a

corsage in which the eolors are at va-

riance with those of her little Easter

gown: Daphne. too. ere long dispels her

grief that Xarcissus has forgotten to send
her any at all ar.d smiiir.gly accepts the

timely off^rlng of old Moneybags.
And how many stop to wonder when

all the flowers so lavlshly dlsplayed first
see the light?
Each of the large growers ha3 his own

specialty in which he yields the- palm to

none. yet each one pays due attention
to all the ipopular flowers as well as the

trinity of the poets, the rose, the lily,
i and the violet-


